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SERMON I.

The Seed of the Woman, and the Seed of

the Serpent.

Genesis hi. 15.

And I will put Enmity between thee and the Woman^ and

between thy Seed and her Seed j it JJiall bruife thy Head^

and thoujlialt bruife his Heel,

ON reading to you thefe words, I may addrefs you in

the language of the holy angels to the fhepherds, that

were watching their flocks by night; "Behold, I

bring you glad tidings of great joy.'' For this is the firft

promife that was made of a Saviour to the apoftate race of

Adam. We generally look for Christ only in the New
Teftament ; but chriftianity, in one fenfe, is very near as old

as the creation. It is wonderful to obferve how gradually

God revealed his Son to mankind. He began with the pro-

mife in the text, and this the eledl lived upon, till the time

o^ Abraham. To him, God made further difcoverles of his

eternal council concerning man's redemption. Afterwards, at

fundry times, and in divers manners, God fpoke to the

fathers by the prophets, till at length the Lord Jesus

himfelf was manifeftcd in flefli, and came and tabernacled

amongft us.
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This fird promifc muft ccrcainly be but dark to our flrft

parents, in comparifon oi that great light which we enjoy :

An J yet, dark as it was, wc may affure Gurfelves ihey built

upon it their hopes of eveilaftiii^ falvution, and by that faith

were faved.

How they came to (land in need of this proniifc, and what

is the extei.t ar.d meaning of it, I intend, God w'.Iling, to

make the fubjciSt-marier of your prefent meditation.

The fall of man is writ'cn in too legible characters not

to be under flood : Thofe that d. ny it, by their denying,

prove it. The very heathens confeficd, and bewailed it :

They could fee the ilreams of corruption riinning through

the whole race of mankind, but could not trace them to the

fountain-head. Before God gave a revelation of his Son,

man v/as a riddle to hinifelf. And Mofcs unfolds more, in

this one chapter (out of which the text is taken) than all

mankind could have been capable of finding out of them-

felves, though they had ftudicd to all eternity.

In the preceding chapter he had given us a full account,

how God fpoke the woild into being; and efpecially how he

formed man of the duft of the earth, and breathed into him

the breath of life, fo that he became a living foul. A council

of the Trinity was called concerning the formation of this

lovely creature. The refult of that council was, " Let us

make m.an in our image, after our likenefs. So God created

man in his own image, in the image of God created he

him.*' Mcfis remarkably repeats thefe words, that we might

take paiticular notice of our divine Original. Never was fo

much cx.^refTed in fo few words : None but a man infpired

could have done fo. But it is remarkable, that though Mofcs

mentions our being made in the imag- of God, yet he men-

tions it but twice, and that in a tranficnt manner; as though

he would have faid, " man was made in honour, God made
" him upright, ' in the image of Gop, male and female

*' created he them.' But man fo fbon fell, and became like

" the be«iiis that ptrifn, nay, like the devil himfeif, that it is

" fcarcc worth mentioning."

Flow foon man fell af.er he was created, is not told us;

and therefore, to fix any time, is to be wife above what is

written. And, I think, they who fuppofe that man fell the

fame
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fame day In which he v/as made, hnve rto fufncicnt ground

for their opinion. The many things which are croucled to-

gether in the former chapter, fuch as the formation of AcL'un's

wife, his giving names to the heads, and his being put into

the garden which God had planted, I think require a longer

fpace of time than a day to be tranfa6led in. However, all

a2;ree in this, '' man i^ood not long." How long, or how

(hort a while, I will not take upon me to determine. It more

concerns us to enquire, how he came to fall from his ftedfaft-

nefs, and what was the rife and progrefs of the temptation

which prevailed over him. The account given us in this

chapter concerning it, is very full ; and it may do us much
fervice, under God, to make fome remarks upon it.

" Now the ferpent (fays the facred hiftorian) was more

fubtile than any beaft of the field which the Lord God had

made ; and he faid unto the woman, Yea, hath God faid,

ye Oiall not eat of every tree of the garden ?"

Though this v/as a real ferpent, yet he that fpoke was no

other than the devil ; from hence, perhaps, called the old

ferpent, becaufe he took pofleflion of the ferpent v/hen he

came to beguile our firft parents. The devil envied the hap-

pinefs of man, who was made, as fome think, to fupply the

place of the fallen angels. God made man upright, and with

full power to ftand if he would : He was j^ft, therefore, in

fuffcring him to be tempted. If he fell, he had no one to

blame except himfelf. But hov/ m.uft fatan effect his fall .?

He cannot do it by his power, he attempts it therefore by

policy : he takes pofieflion of a ferpent, which was more

fubtile than all the beafls of the field, v/hich the Lord God
had made ; fo that men who are full of fubtilry, but have

no piety, are only machines for the devil to work upon, juft

as he pleafes.

" And he faid unto the wom.an." Here is an inflance of

his fubtilty. He fays unto the woman, the weaker vefTcI,

and when fne was alone from her hufband, and therefore was

more liable to be overcome; " Yea, hath God faid, ye fhall

not cat of every tree of the garden ?" Thcfc words a;e cer-

tainly fpoken in anfwer to fomething which the devil either

faw or heard. In all probability, the woman was now near

the tree of knovv'ledge of good and evil ; (for we fliall find
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her, by and by, plucking an apple from it) perhaps (he might

be looking at, and wondering what there was in that tree

more than the others, that flie and her hufband (hould be

forbidden to tafte of it. Satan feeing this, and coveting to

draw her into a parley with him, (for if the devil can per-

fuade us not to refift, but to commune with him, he hath

gained a great point) he fays, *' Yea, hath God faid, ye fhall

not eat of every tree in the garden ?" The firft thing he does

is to perfuade her, if pofTible, to entertain hard thoughts of

God; this is his general way of dealing with God's children:

*' Yea, hath God faid, ye fhall not eat of every tree of the

** garden ? What ! hath Gcd planted a garden, and placed

*' you in the midft of it, only to teaze and perplex you ? hath

*' he planted a garden, and yet forbid you making ufe of any
*' of the fruits of it at aU ?" It was impoffible for him to afk

a more infnaring queftion, in order to gain his end : For Eve

was here feemingly obliged to anfwer, and vindicate CjOd's

goodncfs. And therefore,

—

Verfe 2, 3. The woman faid unto the ferpent, " We may

eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden : But of the fruit of

the tree which is in the midft of the garden, God hath faid,

ye (liall not eat of it, neither (hail ye touch it, left ye die."

The former part of the anfwer was good, " We may eat

*' of the fruit of the trees of the garden, God has not forbid

*' us eating of every tree of the garden. No ; we may eat

*' of the fruit of the trees in the garden (and, it (hould feem,

" even of the tree of life, which was as a facrament to man
*' in a ftate of innocence) there is only one tree in the midft

** of the garden, of which God hath faid, ye fliall not cat of

*' it, neither fhall ye touch it, left ye die." Here (he begins

to warp, and fin begins to conceive in her heart. Already

ftie has contradled fome of the ferpent's poifon, by talking

with him, v/hich flic ought not to have done at all. For flie

might eafily fuppofe, that it could be no good being, that

could put fuch a queftion unto her, and infmuate fuch dif-

honournble thoughts of God. She fliould therefore have fled

from hirn, and not ftood to have parleyed with him at all.

Immediately the ill efFedts of it appear, (he begins to foftcn

the divine threatning. God had faid, *' the day thou eateft

thereof, iron flmlt [urel^ da \,'^ «r, dyin^ thou (halt die. But

Eve
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Eve fays, " Ye fhall not eat of it, neither fhall ye touch It,

hj} ye die.'' We may be aflured we are fallen Into, and becrin

to fall by temptation, when we begin to think God will not

be as good as his word, in refped to the execution of his

threatnings denounced againfl; fin. Satan knew this, and
therefore artfully

" Said unto the woman, (ver. 4.) Ye {hall not furely die,'*

in an infinuating manner, *' Ye fhall not furely die. Surely,
*' God will not be fo cruel as to damn you only for eating
*' an apple, it cannot be.'* Alas ! how many does Satan lead

captive at his will, by flattering them, that they (hall not

furely die; that hell-torments will not be eternal ; that GoD
is all mercy ; that he therefore will not puni{h a few years fin

with an eternity of mifery ? But Eve found God as good as

his word j and fo will all they who go on in fin, under a

falfe hope that they fhall not furely die.

We may alfo underftand the words fpokcn pcfitively, and

this is agreeable to what follows ; You fhall" not furely die;
*' It is all a delufion, a mere bugbear, to keep you in a fervils

" fubjeaion."

For (ver. 5.) " God doth know^ that in the day ye cat

thereof, then fhall your eyes be opened, and ye fhall be as

gods, knowing good and evil."

What child of GoD can expe£l to efcape flander,- whe^
God himfelf was thus flandered even in paradife ? Surely the

underftanding of Eve muft have been, in fome meafure,

blinded, or fhe would not have fuffered the tempter to fpeak

fuch perverfe things. In what odious colours is God here

reprefented !
'' God doth know, that in the day ye eat thcrc-

" of, ye fiiail be as gods,'* (equal with Gos.) So that the

grand temptation was, that they fliould be hereafter under no

controul, equal, if not fuperior, to God that made them,

knowing good and evil. Eve could not tell what Satan

meant by this 5 but, to be fure, fhe underftood it of fome

great privilege which they were to enjoy. And thus Satan

now points out a way which feems right to finners, but does

not tell them the end of that way is death.

To give lUength and force to this temptation, in all pro-

bability, Satan, or the ferpent, at this time plucked an apple

frqm the tree, and ate it before Eve \ by which Eve might
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be Induced to think, that the fagacity and power of fpcech,

U'hich the fcrpent had above the other beads, mud be owing,

in a great meafarc, xo his eating that fruit; and, therefore,

if he received fo much improvement, {he might alfo expert a

like benefit from it. All this, I think, is clear; for, other-

wife, I do not fee with what propriety it could be faid,

*' When the woman faw that it was good for food." How
could {lie know it was good for food, unlefs {lie had feen the

ferpent feed upon it?

Satan now begins to get ground apace. Luft had conceived

in Ev'e^s heart; {hortly it will bring forth fin. Sin being con-

ceived, brings forth death. Verfe 6. *' And when the woman
faw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleafant

lo the eyes, and a tree to be defired to make one wife, {he

took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave alfo unto her

hufband, and he did eat."

Our fer.fcs arc the landing ports of our fpiiitual enemies.

How needful is that ie(olution of holy Jobj " I have made a

covcinant with mine cycb !*' When Eve began to gaze on the

forbidden fruit with her eyes, fhe foon began to long after it

with her heart. When llie faw that it was good for food,

and pleafant to the eyes, (here was the lull oi the flefn, and

lull of the eye) but, above all, a tree to be defired to make

one wife, vviier than God Vv'ould have her be, nay, as wife

as God himfc:ir; (he took of the fruit thereof, and gave alfo

unto her huHiind with her, and he did eat. As foon as ever

fhe finned he! Tel f, (he turned tempter to her hufoand. It is

dreadful, when thofe, who fnouM be help- meets for each

ether in the great work of their falvation, are only promoters

of each othci's damnation : but thus it is. If we ourfelves

are good, we {hA\ excite others to goodnefs; if we do evil,

we fhall ei:tiee others to do evil alfo. There is a clofe con-

reclion between doing and teachitig. Hov/ needful then is it

for us all to take heed that Vv^e do not fin any way ourfelves,

Icil: we fhould become fadlors for thic devil, ovA infnare, per-

haps, o'.r neareft and deareft relatives? " (he gave alfo unto

her hufbjnd v.'ith h^r, and he did eat."

Alas I v.'hat a c; n-iication of crimes was there in this one

fingle a6\ of fin ! iicic ?;, an utter di(belief of God's threat-

ning; the utmoft ingracicudc to their Maker, who had fo

lately
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htcly planted this garden, and placed them in It, with fuch

a glorious and comprehcnfive charter. And, the utmoft neg-

le6l of their pofterity, who they knew were to (land or h\l

with them. Here was the utmoft pride of heart : they wanted

to be equal with God. Here's the utmoft contempt put upon

his threatning and his law : the devil is credited and obeyed

before him, and all this only to fatisfy their fenfual appetite.

Never was a crime of fuch a complicated nature committed

by any here below: Nothing but the devil's apoftafy and re-

bellion could equal it.

And what are the confequences of their difobedience ? Are

their eyes opened ? Yes, their eyes are opened ; but, alas ! it

is only to fee their own nakednefs. For we are told (ver. 7.)
*' That the eyes of them both were opened, and they knev/

that they were naked." Naked of God, naked of every

thing that was holy and good, and deftitute of the divine

image, which they before enjoyed. They might rightly now
be termed Ichabod; for the glory of the Lord departed from

them. O how low did thefe fons of the morning then fall 1

out of God, into themfelves ; from being partakers of the

divine nature, into the nature of the devil and the beaft.

Well, therefore, might they know that they were naked,

not only in body, but in foul.

And how do they behave now they are naked ? Do they

flee to God for pardon ? Do they feek to God for a robe to

cover their nakednefs ? No, they were now dead to God,
and became earthly, fenfual, devilifti : therefore, inftead of

applying to God for mercy, " they fewed or platted fig-

leaves together, and made themfelves aprons," or things to

gird about them. This is a lively reprefentation of all natural

men : we fee that we are naked : we, in fome meafure,

confefs it; but, inftead of looking up to God for fuccour,

we patch up a rlghteoufncfs of our own (as our firft-parents

platted fig-leaves together) hoping to cover our nakednefs by

that. But our righteoufnefs will not ftand the fcverity of

God's judgment : it will do us no more fervice than the fly-

leaves did JJ.-im and Eve, that is, none at all.

For (ver. 8.) '* They heard the voice of the Lord Cjod

walking in the trees of the garden, in the cool of the day;

and Adam and his wife (notvvithilanJing their fi^-lcaves)

5 hid



[ .0 ]

hid thcmfclvcs from the prefence of the Lord God, among

the trees of the garden."

They heard the voice of the Lord God, or the Word of

the Lord God, even the Lord Jesus Christ, who is

*' the word that was with God, and the word that was

God." They heard him walking in the trees of the garden,

in the cool of the day. A feafon, perhaps, when Adam and

^ve ufed to go, in an efpecial manner, and offer up an even-

ing-facrifice of praife and thankfgiving. The cool of the day.

Perhaps the fin was committed early in the morning, or at

noon; but God would not come upon them immediately, he

ilaid till the cool of the day. And if we would effedually

reprove others, we fhould not do it when they are warmed

with palTion, but wait till the cool of the day.

But what an alteration is here ! Inftead of rejoicing at the

voice of their beloved, inflead of meeting him with open arms

and inlarged hearts, as before, they now hide themfelves in

the trees of the garden. Alas, what a foolifli attempt was

this ? Surely they muft be naked, otherwi fc how could they

think of hiding themfelves from God ? Whither could they

flee from his prefence ? But, by their fall, they had contradled

an enmity againft God : they now hated, and were afraid to

converfe with God their Maker. And is not this our cafe

by nature? AfTuredly it is. We labour to cover our naked-

nefs with the fig-leaves of our own righteoufnefs : We hide

ourfelves from God as long as we can, and will not come,

and never fhould come, did not the Father prevent, draw,

and fweetly conflrain us by bis grace, as he here prevented

Adam,

Verfe 9. " And the T-crd God called unto Jdam^ and

faid unto him, Adam^ where art thou :"

" The Lord God called unto Adam^^ (for othcrwife

Adam would never have called unto the IvORD God) and

faid, '* Adamy where art thou ? How is it that thou conleft

" not to pay thy devotions as ufual ?" Chriftians, reniCmber

the Lord keeps an account when you fail coming to worfiiip.

Whenever therefore you are tempted to withhold your at-

tendance, let each of you fancy you heard the Lord God
calling unto you, and faying, " O man, O woman, where

art thou ? It may be undeiilood in another and belter fenfe
;

'^ Adaniy
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** Adam^ where art thou ?" What a condition is thy poor foul

in? This is the iirfl thing the Lord aflcs and convinces a

finner of; when he prevents and calls him efTcdlually by his

grace ; he alfo calls him by name ; for unlefs God fpeaks to

us in particular, and we know where we are, how poor, how
miferable, how blind, how naked, we {hall never value the

redemption wrought out for us by the death and obedience of

the dear Lord Jesus. " Adam^ where art thou ?'*

Verfe lO. " And he faid, I heard thy voice in the garden,

and I was afraid." See what cowards fin makes us, IF we
knew no fin, we fhould know no fear. " Becaufe I was

naked, and I hid myfelf." Ver. ii. "And he faid, who
told thee that thou waft naked ? Haft thou eaten of the tree,

whereof I (thy Maker and Law-giver) commanded thee, that

thou (houldft not eat ?"

God knew very well that Adam was naked, and that he

had eaten of the forbidden fruit. But God would know it

from Adam's own mouth. Thus God knows all our necef-

fities before we afk, but yet infifts upon our a(king for his

grace, and confefling our fins. For, by fuch ads, we acknow-
ledge our dependence upon God, take lliame to gurfelves, and

thereby give glory to his great name.

Verfe 12. '' And the man faid, the woman which thou

gaveft to be with me, fhe gave me of the tree, and I did

eat."

Never was nature more lively delineated. See what pride

Adam contraded by the fall ! How unv/illing he is to lay the

blame upon, or take fhame to himfelf. This anfwer is full

of infolence towards God, enmity againfl: his wife, and difin-

genuity in refpetSl to himfelf. For herein he tacitly reflecf^s

upon God. " The woman that thou gaveft to be with me."

As much as to fay, if ihou hadft not given me that womavy I

had not eaten the forbidden fruit. Thii-, when men fin, they

lay the fault upon their pafTions ; then blame and reflect upon

God for giving them thofe pafTions. Their language is,

*' the appetites that thou gaveft us, they deceived us ; anj

" therefore we finned againft thee." Bur, as God, notwith-

ftanding, puniftied Adam for hearkning to the voice of his

wife, fo he will punifh thof^" who hearken to the di.T-ates of

their corrupt inclination: : For God compels no mnn to fin.

Ad.im
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Adam might have withftood the folicitatlons of his wife, \iht

would. And fo, iF we Ipok. up to God, we (hould find grace

to help in the time of need. The devil and our own hearts

tempt, but they cannot force us to confent, without the con-

currence of our own wills. So that our damnation is of our-

felves, as it will evidently appear at the great day, notwith-

ftanding all mens prefent impudent replies againft God. As
Adam fpeaks infolently in refpc<St to God, fo he fpeaks with

enmity againft his wife; the woman, or this woman, flie

gave me. He lays all the fault upon her, and fpeaks of her

with much contempt. He does not fay, my wife, my dear

wife; but, this woman. Sin difunites the moft united hearts:

it is the bane of holy fellowfiiip. Thofe who have been

companions in fin here, if they die without repentance, will

both hate and condemn one another hereafter. All damned

fouls are accufers of their brethren. Thus it is, in fome

degree, on this fide the grave. " The woman whom thou

gaveft to be with me, fhe gave me of the tree, and I did eat."

What a difingenurus fptech was here ! He makes ufe of no

lefs than fifteen words to excufe himfelf, and but one or two

(in the original) to confefs his fault, if it may be called a

confefiion at all. " The vv^oman which thou gaveft to be

with me, fhe gave me of the tree ;" here are fifteen words

;

** and I did eat." With what relu61ance do thefe laft words

come out? How foon are they uttered? " And I did cat."

But thus it is with an unhumbled, unregenerate heart : It

will be laying the fault upon the dcarcft friend in the world,

nay, upon God himfelf, rather than take (hame to itfelf.

This pride we are all fuhjc6l to by the fall ; and, till our

hearts are broken, and made contrite by the fplrit of our

Lord Jesus Christ, we ftiall be always charging God
fooliflily. " Againft thee, and thee only, have I finned, that

thou mighteft be juftified in thy faying, ar^d clear when thou

art judged," is the language of none but thofe, who, like

Dav'idy are willing to confefs their faults, and are truly forry

for their fins. This was not the cafe of Adam : his heart was

not broken; and therefore he bys the fault of his difobedience

upon his wife and God, and not upon himfelf; " The wo-
man which thou gaveft to be with me, flie gave me of the

tree, and I did eat."

Vcrfe
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Verfc 13. *' And the Lord God fald, What is this that

ihou haft done?" What a wonderlLrl concern does God ex-

prefs in this expoftulation !
" What a deluge of mifery haft

" thou brought upon thyfelf, thy hufband, and thy pofterity?

*' What is this that thou haft done ? Difobeyed thy God,
" obeyed the devil, and ruined thy hufband, for whom I

" made thee to be an help-meet ! What is this that thou haft

" done ?" God would here awaken her to a fenfe of her

crime and danger, and therefore, as it were, thunders in her

ears : for the law muft be preached to felf-righteous finners.

We muft take care of healing before v*/e fee Tinners wounded,
left we ftiould fay, Peace, peace, where there is no peace.

Secure fmners muft hear the thunderings of mount S'mai^ be-

fore we bring them to mount Sion. They who never preach

up the law, it is to be feared, are unfkilful in delivering the

glad tidings of the gofpel. Every minifter fhould be a Boa-
nerges^ a fon of thunder, as well as a Barnabas^ a fon of con-
folation. There was an earthquake and a whirlwind, before

the fmall ftill voice came to Elijah : We muft firft fliew peo-

ple they are condemned, and then fhew them how they muft

be faved. But how and when to preach the law, and when
to apply the promifcs of the gofpel, wifdom is profitable to

direct. " And the Lord God faid unto the woman, What
is this that thou haft done ?"

" And the woman faid. The ferpent beguiled me, and I

did eat." She does not make ufe of fo many words to excufe

iierfelf, as her hufband; but her heart is as unhumbled as

his. What is this, fays God, that thou haft done? God
here charges her with doing it. She dares not deny the fa6^,

or lay, 1 have not done itj but (he takes all the blame oft"

herfelf, and lays it upon the ferpent; " The ferpent beguiled

me, and J did eat." She does not fay, " Lord, I was to

" biame for talking with the ferpent; Lord, 1 did wron'>-,

*' in not haftening to my hufband, when he put the flrft quef-

" tion to me ; Lord, i plead guilty, I only am to blame, O
" let not my poor hufband fufter for my wickednefs !" 'I'his

would have been the language of her heart, had (he now been

a true penitent. But both were now alike proud ; therefore

neither will lay the blame upon themfelves :
*' The ferpent

beguiled me, and I did eat. The woman which thou gaveft

to be with me, (lie gave me of the tree, and I did eat."

I have



[ u 3

I have been the more particular in remarking this part of

their behaviour, becaufe it tends Co much to the magnifying

of Free-grace, and plainly fhews us, that falvation cometh

only from the Lord. Let us take a fliort view of the mifera-

ble circumftances oui firfl parents were now in : They were

legally and fpiritually dead, children of wrath, and heirs of

hell. They had eaten the fruit, of which God had com-

manded them, that they (hould not eat j and when arraigned

before God, notwithftanding their crime was fo complicated,

they could not be brought to confefs it. What reafon can

be given, why fentence of death (hould not be pronounced

againft the prifoners at the bar r All muft own they are wor-

thy to die. Nay, how can God, confiftently with his juftice,

poiHbly forgive them? He had threatened, that the day wherein

they eat of the forbidden fruit, they fliould " furely die;" and,

if he did not execute this threatening, the devil might then

ilander the Almighty indeed. And yet mercy cries, fpare thefe

fmners, fpare the work of thine own hands. Behold, then,

wifdom contrives a fcheme how God may be juft, and yet be

merciful ; be faithful to his threatening, punifh the offence,

and at the fame time fpare the offender. An amazing fcene

of divine love here opens to our view, which had been from

all eternity hid in the heart of God ! Notwithftanding Adam

and Eve were thus unhumbled, and did not fo much as put up

one lingle petition for pardon, God immediately pafles fen-

tence upon the ferpent, and reveals to them a Saviour.

Verfe 14. " And the Lord God faid unto the ferpent,

becaufe thou haft done this, thou art accurfed above all cattle,

and above every beaft of the field ; upon thy belly fhalt thou go,

and duft ftialt thou eat all the days of thy life;" /. e. he ftiould

be in fubjection, and his power fhould always be limited and

rtftrained. " His enemies fhall lick the very duft," fays the

Pfalmift. (Ver. 15.) " And I will put enmity between thee

and the woman, and between thy feed and her feed : it fhall

bruife thy head, and thcu ftialt bruife his heel."

Before I proceed to the explanation of this verfe, I cannot

but take notice of one great miftake which the author of the

JVhole Duty of Alan is guilty of, in making this verfe contain

a covenant between GoD and Adam^ as though God now
perfonally treated v/ith Adam^ as before the fall. For, talking

of
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of the fecond covenant in his preface, concerning caring for

the foul, fays he, " This fecond covenant was made with

*' Adavi^ and us in him, prefently after the fall, and is briefly

*' contained in thefe words, Gen. iii. 15. where God declares,

" ' The feed of the woman (hall break the ferpcnt's head ;*

'* and this was made up, as the firft was, of fome mercies to

*' be afforded by God, and fome duties to be performed by
" us." This is exceeding falfe divinity : for thefe words ar6

not fpoken to Adam \ they are directed only to the ferpenC.

Adam and Eve flood by as criminals, and God could not treat

with them, becaufe they had broken his covenant. And it is

fo far from being a covenant wherein " fome mercies are t6

" be afforded by God, and {oxti^ duties to be performed by

us," that here is not a word looking that way ; it js only a

declaration of a free gift of falvation through Jesus Christ
our Lord. God the Father and God the Son had entered

into a covenant concerning the falvation of the ele£l from all

eternity, wherein God the Father promifed. That, if the Son

would offer his foul a facrifice for fin, he (hould fee his feed.

Now^this is an open revelation of this fecret covenant, and

therefore God fpeaks in the moft pofitive terms, " It fliall

bruife thy head, and thou (halt bruife his heel." The firft

Adam^ God had treated with before; he proved falfc : God
therefore, to fecure the fecond covenant from being broken,

puts it into the hands of the fecond Adam^ the Lord from

heaven. Adorn., after the fall, flood no longer as our rcprefen-

tativc; he and Eve were only private perfons, as we are, and

were only to lay hold on the declaration of mercy contained

in this promife by faith, (as they really did) and by that they

were faved. I do not fay but we are to believe and obey, if

we are everlaftingly faved. Faith and obedience are condi-

tions, if we only mean that they in order go before our falva-

tion ; but I deny that thefe are propofed by God to Adam, of

that God treats with him in this promife, as he did before the

fall under the covenant of works. P'or how could that be,

when Adam and Eve were now pri("oners at the bar, without

ftrength to perform any conditions at all ? The truth is this

:

God, a§ a reward of Christ's fufferings, promiled to give

the elect faith and repentance, in order to bring them to eter-

nal life ; and both thri^j and every thing clfe ncccITary for

their
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their everiafting happincis, are infallibly fecured to them in

this promile ; as Mr. Bc/ion, an excellent" 6V(7/j divine, clearly

flijws in a book entitled, " A view of the covenant of

*' grace."

This is by no means an unneccfTary diRiniStion ; it is a mat-

ter of great importance : for want of knowing this, people

have been fo long mifled. They have been taught that they

muil DO To and fo, as though they were iiiider a covenant of

works, and then for doing this, they Ihould be faved.

Whereas, on the contrary, people ftiould be taught. That the

Lord Jesus was tnc fecond Adam^ with whom the Father

entered into covenant for fidlen man; That they can now do

nothing of or for themfelves, and fhouid therefore conie to

God, befeeching him to give them faith, by which they iLall

be enabl'^d to lay hold on the righteoufnefs of Christ ; and

that faith tliey will then fliew forth by their works, out of

love and gratitude to the ever-blefied Jesus, their moft glo-

rious Redeemer, for what he has done for their fouls. This

is a confiftcnt fcriptural fcheme : without holding this, we

muil: run into one of thofc two bad extremes ; I mean, Anti-

mmiamjm on the one haijd, or Anniniani[m on the other : from

both which may the good Lord deliver us !

But to proceed : By the feed of the woman, we are here to

underftand the Lord Jesus Christ, who, though very God
of very Gcd, was, for us men and our falvation, to have a

a body prepared for him by the Holy Ghoft, and to be born of

a woman who never knew man, and by his obedience and

death make an atonement for man's tranfgreffioii, and bring

in an everlafting righicoufnefd, work in them a new nature,

and thereby bruife the ferpent's head, u e. deifroy his power

and dominion over them. By the ferpent's feed, we are to un-

derftand the devil and all his children, who are permitted by

God to tem.pt anduft his children. But, blelled be God, he

czm reach no further than our heel.

It is not to be doubted but Adam and Eve underftood this

promife in this fcnfe ; for it is plain, in the latter part of the

chapter, faciiikes were inftituteJ. From whence (liould thofe

fkins come, but from beafts flain for facrifice, of which God
made them coats ? We find Abel^ as well as CaiUy offering

facrifice in the next chapter : and the Apoftle tells us, he did

it
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k by faith j no doubt in this promife. And Evcy when Caht

was born, faid, " I have gotten a man from the Lord ;'* oi^

(as Mr. Henry obfervcs, it may be rendered) '' I have gotten

a man,—the Lord,—the prcmifed Mcflial)." Some further

fuppofe^that Evs was thefirft believer; and therefore they tran-

flate it thus, ** The feed, (not of the, but) of this woman ."

which magnifies the grace of God fo much the more^ that (he,

who was firft in the tranfgreflion, fliould be the firft partaker

of redemption. Jdam behcved alio, and was faved : for unto

j^dam and his wife did the Lord God make coats of fkins,

and cloathed them : which was a remarkable type of their be-

ing clothed with the righteoufncfs of our Lord Jesu3

Christ.

This promife was literally fulfilled in the perfon of our

Lord Jesus Christ. Satan bruifed his heel, when he tempted

him for forty days together in the wildcrnefs : he bruifed

his heel, when he raifed up flrong perfecution againft hinri

during the time of his public miniftry : he in an efpeciarman-

ner bruifed his heel, when our Lord complained, that his

foul was exceeding forrowful, even unto death, and he fweat

great drops of blood falling upon the ground, in the garden :

He bruifed his heel, when he put it into the heart of Judai

to betray him : and he bruifed hiai yet mod of all, when his

e-miflaries nailed him to an accurfed tree, and our Lord cried

out, "My God, my God, why haft thou forfaken me?*'

Yet, in all this, the blefTed Jesus, the feed of the woman,
bruifed Satan's accurfed head : for, in that he was tempted,

he was able to fuccour thofc that are tempted. By his ftripes

we are healed. The chaftifcment of our peace v/as upon him.

By dyings he deftroyed him that had the power of death, that

is, the devil. He thereby fpoiled principalities and powers,

and made a (hew of them openly, triumphing over them upon

the crofs.

This promife has been fulfilled in the ele6l of God, confi-

dered collecSlively, as well before, as fince the coming of our

Lord in the flefh : for they may be called, the feed of the

woman. Marvel not, that all who will live godly in Christ
Jesus, muft fufFer perfecution. In this promife, there is an

eternal enmity put between the feed of the woman, and the

feed of the ferpent ; fo that thofe that are born after the flefb,

cannot but perfecute thofe that are born after the fpirit. This

Vol. V. B enmity

4^



[ i8 ]

Ity fhevved itfclf, foon after this promlfe was revealed. In

Cains bruifing the heel of Jbei : it continued in the church

through all ages before Christ came in the flefh, as the

hiltory of the Bible, and the xith chapter of the Hebrews,

plainly fhevv. It raged exceedingly after our Lord's afcen-

fion
J
witnefs the Jjls of the Apojlles^ and the Hiftory of the

Primitive Chriftians. It nou' rages, and ^\\\ continue to rage

and (hew itfelf, in a greater or lefs degree, to the end of time.

But let not this difmay us ; for in all this, the feed of the wo-

niaii is more thnn conqueror, and bruifcs the ferpent's head.

Thus the Ifraeliies^ the more they vi'ere opprefTed, the more

they increafed. Thus it.was with the Apoftles ; thus it was

with their immediate followers. So that Teriuilia?t compares

the church in his time to a mowed field ; the more frequently

it is cut, the more it grows. The blood of the martyrs was

always the feed of the church. And I have often fat down

with wonder and delight, and admired how God has made

the very fchemes which his enemies contrived, in order

to hinder, become the moft efFeciual means to propagate his

gofpel. The devil has had fo little fuccefs in perfecution,

that if I did not know that he and his children, according to

this verfe, could not but perfecute, I fliould think he v/ould

count it his ftrenglh to fit f!:ill. What did he get by perfe-

cuthig the martyrs in Queen Afary's time ? Was not the

grace of God exceedingly glorified in their fupport ? What
did he get by perfecuting the good old Puritans ? Did it not

.^rove the peopling of Neiv-Engla7id? Or, to come nearer

our ov/n times, what has he got by putting us out of the (y-

nagogues ? Hath not the word of God, fmce that, mightily

prevailed ? My dear hearers, you mufl excufe me for enlarg-

ing on this head ; God fills my foul, generally, when I come

to this topic. 1 can fay with Luther^ *' If it were not for per-

*' fecution, I fnould not underftand the fcripture." If Satan

fhould be yet fuftered tr- bruife my heel further, and his fcr-

vants fhould thrufl me into prifon, I doubt not, but even that

would only tend to the more cfFe£lual bruifing of his head.

I remember a faying of the then Lord Chancellor to the pious

Bradford : " Thou haft done more hurt, faid he, by thy ex-

*' hortations in private in prifon, than thou didft in preaching

*' before thou waft put in," or words to this eite£t. The pro-

mife of the text is my daily fupport ; " I will put enmity be-

tween
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tween thy feed and her feed j it (hall brulfe thy head, and

thou (halt brulle his heel."

Further: this promife is alTo fulfilled, not only in the

church in general, but in every individual believer in particu-

lar. In every believer there are two feeds, the feed of ihe wo-

man, and the feed cf the fcrpent ; the flt{h lufting againll: the

fpirit, and the fpirit againft the flefli. It is with the believer,

when quickened with grace in his heart, as it was with Re-

bekahy when (lie had conceived Efaii and Jacob in her womb ;

{he felt a ftruggling, and began to be uneafy ;
'' If it be fo,

fays fhe, why am I thus ?*' Thus grace and nature ftruggle

(if I may io fpeak) in the womb of a believer's heart : but, as

it was there faid, " The elder fiiall ferve the younger ;" fo it

is here,—grace in the end fh;All get the better of nature j the

it^^ of the woman fliall bruife the ferpent's head. Maiiy of

you that have believed in Christ, perhaps may find feme par-

ticular corruption yet ftrong, fo {Irong, that you are fometimes

ready to cry out with Davldy " I Hiall fall one day by the

hand of SauL'* But, fear not, the promife in the text infures

the perfeverance and viclory of believers over fin, Satan, death,

and hell. What if indwelling corruption does yet remain,

and the feed of the ferpent bruife your heel, in vexing and di-

fturbing your righteous fouls ? Fear not, though faint, yet pur-

fue : you (hall yet bruife the ferpent's head. Christ hath

died for you ; and yet a little while, and he will fend death to

deflroy the very being of fin in you. Which brings me
To fliew the moft extenfive manner in which the promife

of the text {hall be fulfilled, viz. at the final judgment, when

the Lord Jesus fhall prefent the elecl to his Father, without

fpot or wrinkle, or any fuch thing, glorified both in body and

foul.

Then {hall the feed of the woman give the lad and fatal

blov/, in bruifing the ferpent's head. Satan, the accufer of

the brethren, and all his accurfed feed, fliall then be cuft out,

and never fuffered to difturb the feed of the woman any more.

Then (hall the righteous (hine as the fun in the kingdom of their

Father, and fit with Christ on thrones in majcity on hiLih.

Let us, therefore, not be weary of well-doing ; for we fhaH

reap an eternal harveft of comfort, if we faint not. Dare,

dare, my dear brethren in CfiRisT, to follow the Captain of

your falvation, who was made perfed through fufFerings. Th#
B 2 feed
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feed of the woman (hall bruife the ferpent's head. Fear not

men. Be not too much call: down at the deceitfulneis of your

hearts. Fear not devils ;
you fhall get the victory even over

them. The Lord Jesus has engaged to make you more

than conquerors over all. Plead with your Saviour, plead :

plead the promife in the text. Wreftle, wreftle with God in

prayer. It it has been given you to believe, fear not if it

fhould alfo be given you to fufFer. Be not any wife terrified

by your adverfaries ; the king of the church has them all in a

chain : be kind to them, pray for them ; but fear them not.

The Lord will yet bring back his ark, though at prefent

driven into the wildernefs ; and Satan like lightening fhall

fall from heaven.

Are there any enemies of God here ? The promife of the

text encourages me to bid you deiiance : the feed of the wo-

man, the ever-bleffed Jesus, fhall bruife the ferpent's head.

What fignifies all your malice ? You are only raging waves

of the fea, foaming out your own fhame. For you, without

repentance, is referved the blacknefs of darknefs for ever.

The Lord Jesus fits in heaven, ruling over all, and caufing

all things to work for his chlldrens good : he laughs you to

fcorn : he hath you in the utmoil: derifion, and therefore fo

will L Who are you that perfecute the children of the ever-

bleffed God ? Though a poor {tripling, the Lord Jesu^^,

the feed of the woman, will enable me to bruife your heads.

My brethren in Christ, I think I do not fpeak thus in my

own ftrcngth, but in the firength of my F.edeemer. I know

in whom 1 have believed j I am perfuaded he will keep that

fafe, which I have committed unto him. He is faithful who

hath promifcd, that the feed of the woman (hall bruife the fer*

pent's head. May we all experience a daily completion of

this promife, both in the church and in our hearts, till we

come to the church of the firft-born, the fpirits of juft men

made perfedt, in the prefence and adual fruition of the great

God our heavenly Father !

To whom, with the Son, ar^J the Holy Ghoft, be afcribed

all honour, power, might, majefty, and dominion, now

and for evermore. Jmen,

SERMON


